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WHY do footballs have
an oval shape?
According to sports his-
torians, the very first
game of American

football was played

HOW was
football
invented?

with a perfectly American foot-
round ball. ball evolved from
However, teams '

Soon o pied the English game of

the oval-shaped
ball used in
European
rugby, because

rugby—a sport that
itself evolved from

" plain old football,

which we call soccer

it was easier to
hold onto

while running
and didnt squirt
away from the

subject, the word “soccer”

may have evolved from “asso-

: il == ) .
g e ciation” (as in football associa-

a round ball. )
tions, or teams), as a way of
s J— distinguishing this game from American
WHY are footba
>

 Tare callE “aastor- football Confused yet? (Oddly enough, American
backs” and “halfbacks?” football doesn’t have all that much to do with feet,

The quarterback-haltback- except during punts, field goals and kickoffs.)
fullback system was invented Th . ; £ fooiball
T Lo “Eiber of e American version of foot

y Walter Camp, the “father o :
American football,” in the late . became pOpular as a colleglate
19th century. Camp named | s sport in the mid-18th century.

players based on their positions
behind the line of scrimmage:

the fullback was all the
way back, the halfback

By 1873, four universities—
Rutgers and Princeton in New
Jersey, Columbia in New York,

half as cl h . >
ﬁd]bzilz (:zdai}:ee and Yale in Connecticut—met
quarterback half as to standardize the rules, set-

Elosl«: as t:e half- ting team size at 11 players and
ygi cioﬁi};l field length at 100 yards.
halfbacks, full- Other innovations fol-

backs, and quar-
terbacks all over
the field, but
the names

have stuck.

lowed—for example, the
“down” system wasn't adopted
until 1882, and there was no such thing as
fourth down until 1912!
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